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AN ADDRESS TO YOUNG MEN. 


My younc Frienps, 


When addressing the other sex, on a former occasion, I. 
remarked, that the system of Christianity which the scriptures 
teach, “ recognizes the various relations, circumstances, and 
duties of the children of men ;”—that “it contains a message 
for kings and subjects, for princes and people, for parents 
and children, for rich and poor, for male and female :” that 
““no station is so high, no trials are so great, no duties are so 
obligatory, no circumstances are so distressing, neither sex is 
so insignificant as to escape the notice of Him who dictated 
the Word of Truth.” 

If these remarks are correct, it follows, that you, as well 
as females, are solemnly bound to attend earnestly, even now, 
to the one thing needful. Listen, then, to the counsel of an 
unknown friend, who has your temporal and eternal interests 
in view, in making the following observations. 

ist. Be diligent in business, and acquire, as well as practice 
habits of kindness and stability. ‘The religion of the Bible 
is areligion of love, ef love to God, the great Author of all 
felicity ; and of love to man, created originally in the image 
of his God. ‘This religion breathes. peace on earth, and 
good will toward rational beings: and while it recognizes 
the various relations and circumstances of all, it neither over- 
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looks, nor excludes the duties of any. While it enjoins su- 
preme love to Jehovah and good works towards our fellow- 
:aen, it most solemnly inculcates diligence in business, and 
decision of character, as duties from the discharge of which 
none are excused. Besides, diligent and persevering atten- 
ion to some honest pursuit, so far from retarding our progress 
in divine things, is calculated, not only to furnish us with the 
means of doing good to others, but to prepare us for the most 
active service and the sweetest enjoyment While idleness is 
the parent of vice, and vice the handmaid of misery, diligence 
in business, with the blessing of heaven, procures both the 
comforts of life and a relish for their enjoyments. Hence, 
would you avoid misery, and promote your own, as well as the 
happiness of others, come to the fixed and unyielding deter- 
mination, that you will acquire diligent habits in the morning 
of life. 

A multitude of young men never succeed in business, be- 
cause they have no fixed plan of operation before them ; or 
if they have such a plan, they are never d2/igené in their ef- 
forts to carry it into execution. If you intend to Collpass a 
civen object, fix your eye steadily on that object, and per- 
mit nothing to divert you from your purpose, until your end 
is accomplished. Listen, with gratitude, to the advice of 
parents, friends and guardians, relative to the choice of your 
employment: but having resolved upon this, whatever it may 
be, strain every nerve and employ every faculty, with a hum- 
ble reliance on God, and victory will almost, of course, crown 
your efforts. Whether your calling be that of the agricultu- 
ralist, the mechanic, the merchant, or the student, the word 
ATTENTION should be inscribed, in large eapitals, over 
your doors, and on the implements with which you labour. 
This point is so important, that even a heathen said of it, 
‘* diligence conquers every difficulty.” You are now forming 
characters for life and for eternity. 

As the twig is bent, so the tree is inclined.” 

The habits you now acquire, and the characters you now 
torm, will probably be as lasting as life, and constitute a 
striking index of your eternal destiny. 

Be diligent, then, in your lawful employments, and to your 
diligence in business, add kindness and stability. It is a la- 
mentable fact, that some young men have no stability of 
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eharacter; whilé others are equally destitute of kind and hu- 
mane affections. The former are as changeable as the winds 
that blow; the latter are almost as ferocious as the beasts of 
the field. Both of these characteristics you should shun as 
you would a viper. Be kind to all men. No matter what 
their rank or condition in life may be; remember that they 
are a part of the race of Adam, and if you are not like them, 
who has made you to differ? Consider every rational being, 
as in some sense, one of your brethren; and in all your inter- 
course with your fellow men, let the universal law of love be 
the governing principle of action. ‘* Whatsoever ye would 
that others should do to you, do ye the same to them.” At 
all times be ready to perform kind offices for the meanest and 
most abject of the human family, rather than see them sufier 
unreasonably for the want of such attention; and never allow 
yourselves to treat even a dumb beast with cruelty. 

Be firm, too, as well as kind. Stability will secure thc 
respect of those who know how to estimate the humau cha- 
racter, while it will add weight to your own influence, anc 
thus open the channel through which good is received gnc, 
communicated. Avoid all those trifling, and vain, and fool- 
ish, and groveling amusements and pursuits, whose tendency 
is to degrade, and contract, and fritter away the character of 
man. Choose those innocent amusements and those honour- 
able pursuits, which are calculated to soften, and at the same 
time, to elevate the better feelings of the human heart. Hav- 
ing made your choice, let decision be your watchword, while 
you execute. On this point, have but one opinion; be 
scrupulously careful, however, that this opinion be the genu- 
ine offspring of wisdom, discretion, and forethought. Listen 
to what the apostle James has said on this subject : ‘a double 
minded man is unstable in all his ways: and while you 
listen to this declaration, let it make an abiding impression, 
and learn from it a practical lesson. 

2. Become Christians indeed ; improve every opportunity 
to learn your duty; pray without ceasing for divine assistance, 
and cultivate the graces of the gospel. Religion is to you 
the one thing needful; it will promote your happiness here, 
and is absolutely necessary to your felicity hereafter. With- 
out it you are not prepared to live peacefully ; without it you 
cannot die happily. Awake, then, my young friend, to your 
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true and most important interests. Though by nature dead 
in trespasses and sins; though throughout wounds and bruises 

and putrifying sores ; though the whole head is sick and the 
whole heart faint; there is a way of restoration to life, 
there is balm in Gillead, there is a Physician there. A 
plan of salvation is made by the counsels of heaven; the 
grand features of this glorious plan are clearly unfolded in the 
Gospel , and just such poor, miserable, unworthy creatures 
as you, are invited to come and purchase heavenly blessings 
without money and without price. Let it be gratefully re- 
membered too, that to you there are peculiarly gracious 
promises. Hearken to the voice of true wisdom ;—“ those 
that seek me early sholl find me.” To the grey headed 
and those who are grown callous in sin, the Scriptures fur- 
nish no such promise as this. If you seek the Lord now 
while he may be found, and call upon him now while he is 
near, your labour will not be in vain. Jesus will be precious 
to your souls, the chief among ten thousands, and one alto- 
gether lovely. Repent then of all your transgressions, be- 
lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ, and commence, without delay, 
a life of new obedience to his reasonable commands. If you 
have any regard to the interests of your souls, that part of 
man which shall never die; if you desire to escape the unut- 
erable agonies of endless despair; if you would rise on the 
resurrection morning to hear the sentence, “come ye blessed 
of my father,” and through eternity sing with the angelic 
choir, the song of Moses and the Lamb, ‘become Christiars 
indeed while in the morning of life. 

‘This is the time to insure the great reward.” 

Neglect not eternal realities another moment. With you 
this is emphatically the accepted time and day of salvation. 
You are all invited tocome to the Redeemer: the treasures 
of divine wisdom are put into your hands, and the path to 
glory is so plainly described, that “* way faring men, though 
tools, need not err.” Go to these treasures for instruction ; 
study them every day, and improve your opportunities to re- 
ceive instruction in divine things, as they do who expect to 
give an account. Be thankful to those who are willing to 
impart instruction, listen attentively to their counsels, employ 
all your leisure hours in adding to your stock of information, 
and in becoming critically acquainted with your duty; and 
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wever suffer one day to pass without offering your supplica- 
tions to God for a blessing upon your efforts. Pray without 
ceasing. Your heavenly father isa prayer hearing God. You 
all need pardon, w isdém and mercy. Ask of him who giv- 
eth liberally to all men and upbraideth not.” Pray for re- 

newing grace, for sanctifying love, and for self- denying forti- 
tude to live as beeometh the Gospel of Christ. If you have 
hitherto. neglected prayer, neglect it no longer. Not one of 
you is too young fcr the discharge of a duty so solemn, so 
salutary and so obligatory. Faithful attention to it, will con- 

vince you of your dependance on God, and promote the ex- 
ercise of humility and self-denial, those ornaments of a meek 
and quiet spirit, “which in the sight of God, are of great 
price.” 

3. Watch against temptation to sin and vanity. At your 
age the temptations arising from a fascinating world, a deprav- 
d heart, and a deceitful adversary, whose grand business 

with man is to allure, captivate and destroy him, are various, 
numerous and powerful. ‘The world presents a multitude of 
objects calculated to engross your affections and poison your, 
hearts. Your own carnal propensities are both depraved 
nd warm; and satan, the god of this world, seeks you for 
hie prey. Per haps he is your most formidable enemy. At 
any rate, united with the world and the flesh, he presents ail 
obstacle to your progress in divine things, which ordinary 
vigilance cannot surmount; which inactive policy cannot en- 
counter with success. Now, my young friends, you will be 
powerfully assailed on every side by one or the other, perh APS 
by all these facinating enemies. ‘They will beset you in a 
thousand ways, and by as many false arguments, of which, ic 
may be, you have no proper cenception. ‘They will approacl: 
you in the character of a friend; or they will ask for some 
trifling gratification in the first instance, and for something a 
little more important in the second, and thus, by degrees, ac- 
complish their purpose ; or they wil! bonaty declare that you 
are out of danger, there is time enough yet. But listen «ot, 
for a single moment, to these enticing sugvestions. Set your 
faces and your hearts against them asa flint. “Resist the 
devil, and he will flee from you.” Lock to Jesus the great 
Captain of salvation, for that assistance which you need, and 
your efforts to overcome the temptations of the world and the 
19” 
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flesh, will be crowned with triumpbant success. Be willing 
to know that you are constantly surrounded with spiritual 
enemies, and that a life of nearness to God, and this alone, 
can prepare you for a successful conflict. One of the great 
secrets of fighting manfully the good fight of faith, consists 
in discovering the -position and weapons of our enemies, and 
in resisting their first movements. Keep this in view, and 
you will watch the temptations with which you are assailed, 
in such a manner, as effectually to overcome their influence. 

4. ster it a sacred duty and a distinguished privilege to 
take an active part in the charities of the present day. It is 
your felicity to live at atime, when, comparativ ely, great efforts 
are made by the friends of the Redeemer for the extension of 
bis kingdom; and their efforts are crowned with glorious 
success. ‘The Bible, that book of bocks which reveals the 
character of Jehovah, and the plan of redemption, together 
with its wonderful effects upon angels and men, has recently 
travelled around the earth ; and is now read in heathen Asia, 
Africa, and the Islands of the sea, by multitudes who have 
hitherto worshipped the idol gods of their own making. The 
Gospel news of pardon, reconciliation and eterna! life, is now 
preached to Hindoos and Hottentots, who gladiy hear the 
joyful sound. Our own western wilderness too is beginning 
to bud and blossom as the rose. The ferocious Indian, 
whose pleasure, till recently, appears to have been found in 
the chase—whose thirst for blood was satiated only by the | 
use of the tomahawk and scalping-knife—whose worship was 
addressed to the moon and the stars: I say, the ferocious In- 
dian is beginning to taste the comforts of civilization ; and 
what is infinitely more important, is beginning to read the 
word of God, and taste the water of life. 

At Brainerd, at Elliot, and at other stations, the sons and 
daughters of the forest are taught the first principles of the 
oracles of divine truth, and hopefully are becoming the regen- 
erated sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty. 

Missionary, FE ducation, and ‘Fract Societies, Sabbath 
Schools, Bible classes, and various other charitable institu- 
tions, are springing up in almost every corner of Christen- 
dom; and many, who love Jesus Christ, have “come up to: 
the help of the Lord against the mighty. 2 The young as 
well as the old, engage in this good work with commendable » 
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zeal and persevering success. In Justice to them, however, 
I ought to remark here, that the female sex are far before you 
in their “ labours of love.” They have their working, their 
reading, and their praying societies ; and into the treasuries 

of each of these they have cast many mites, while you have 
done but little for the circulation of the word of truth. My 
young friends, it is time you were rousing. It is your duty to 
do something toward the execution of that command of 
Christ, “Go and preach the Gospel to every creature.” 
Your highest privilege is connected with this your most sol- 
emn duty. For “the liberal soul shall shall be made fat, and 
he that watereth shall be watered also himself.” ‘ Give and 
it shall be given to you again, good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together, running over.” Besides, refuse to engage 
in charitable efforts, and you will never know the value of 
that sweet, that heavenly pleasure which is to be found only 
in doing good. Come forward then, aud engage actively in 
the glorious work of evangelizing the world! Why may not 
the young men as well as the young dadies of this age and 
country have their little praying, and reading, and working 
societies ?* Surely they may. Ways and means may be 
devised which would annually produce a prodigious increase 
in the funds devoted to the Missionary and Bible cause, and 
have no other effect upon you, than that of multiplying your 
happiness in a ten-fold ratio. In almost a thousand ways 
your expenses might be retrenched so far as to furnish you 
with large sums for charitable distribution, and have more 
money in your purses at the.end of the year than your have 
ever had. And now is the time to form and cultivate charitable 
affections. Begin to do good while you are young, and when 
you are old you cannot, you will not depart from this glorious 
business. At all times show yourselves decidedly forward in 
promoting every good word and work. Are your parents, 
your friends or your minister actively engaged in diffusing 
the light of God’s word? bid them God speed. Lend a help- 
ing hand: yea, go ye and do likewise. Hail all those of eve- 
ry name, whose exertions are calculated to civilize and chris- 
tianize the various tribes of Adam, as the real benefactors of 
man; and imitate their example. Not another moment 


* The author would suggest whether the young men of any place, 
might not, with ease, cultivate a piecc of ground evers season, and with 


the av ais raise ap annual charitable fund. 
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should be lost; enter upon this work before another yeas 
rolls away. Neglect it another year, and your scene on the 
stage of human life may be closed. 

5. Should you live, you are soon to occupy the places of the 
fathers, and then again, like them, to go to the judgment bar : 
these considerations should make an abiding impression upon 
your minds, and produce a practical effect upon the morning 
of your days. Time is rolling you rapidly onward. One 
generation passeth away after ‘another in quick succession. 
“All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the 
flower of the field.” The E Prophets and the Apostles, where 
are they ? ‘The fathers of New-LEngland, where are they? All 
have long since departed this hue and their faces are no more 
seen in the land of the living. The fathers now on the stage 
will soon follow them, and yon, for a little while, must occu- 
py their places, then pass on to that world “from whose 
bourne no traveller returns.” Are you prepared for these 


mayaentous events? Are you prepared to take tie place of 
the fathers in the Chureh of the living God; and are you 
ready to stand before the tribunal of the Gre at Day? ‘These 


are questions which you ought now to consider in the light 
of eternity. Without an interest in the atoning blood of 
Christ, you cannot be prepared for the duties of this liie 
which will soon devolve upon yous Ww ithout this you cannot 
be permitted to spend the life to come, with angels and the 
heavenly host. Repent then, and believe the Gospel. Do 
thisnow. The present is the accepted time and’ day of sal- 
vation. Improve it as you will doubtless wish you had done, 
when you tr avel down through the dark valley of the shadow 
of death, and stand with an assembled Universe before the 
throne of God. Become critically acquainted with your bi- 
bles ; in them you may learn the character of Jehovah, and 
your own character; in them you may learn your wholeduty, 
and final destiny. Remember the Sabbath day and keep it ho- 
lv. Begin and end every day in your closets. Consecrate 
all your talents, faculties and wealt h, to the service of him 
who gave them. Never forget that all your thoughts, words 
and actions, will be brought to view in the day of final retri- 
bution ; and that then you will be judged according to the 
deeds done in the body. 

My young friends, it is my heart’s desire and prayer to. 
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God, that you would think soberly of these things; that you 
would treasure them up in your hearts; that they may have a 
practical effect upon your lives, and a saving influence upon 


your souls. PHILAGATHAS. 


ae 


RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE OF A YOUNG LADY. 


I was at times seriously impressed with the thoughts of 
death, judgment, and eternity, when very young. In the 
year LSOL, my attention was considerably called to religion. 
I greatly feared I should be excluded from the company of 
saints and made eternally miserable ; that God had decreed my 
ruin, and consequently there was no hope concerning me. I 
had some sense of my sins, but could not bear the justice of 
God which demanded my destruction. ‘This conviction grad- 
ually wore off, and I lived in a state of security for the most 
part until the year £8075 at which time I was residing at Sa- 
lem, where God was arresting the attention of sinners, and. 
bringing them to the knowledge of the truth. Being invited, 
I attended their meetings, and found them very solemn. I 
felt, however, very whole, and saw no need of a physician. 
But [had not long attended those meetings before I grew 
uneasy. ‘The exhortations which I heard were too close and 
pointed to suffer me to sit entirely insensible under them. 
But 1 knew not what to do. The idea of becoming religious 
was exceedingly painful: I could not endure the thought of 
renouncing the vanities of the world, and enlisting under the 
banner of Christ. I thought if I should do so, | must spend 
my life in gloomy wretchedness. I tried, therefore, to pacify 
my conscience, without becoming strictly religious. I was wil« 
ling to attend to it occasionally, but not to make it the busi- 
ness of my life. Just as I was attempting to rest here, I 
heard these words read, “Not every one that saith Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of God, but he that doeth 
the will of my Father who is in heaven.” These words, and 
o>servations made on them, fastened on my mind§ I now 
s:w I must live a life devoted to God, or I should never enter 
his kingdom. This 1 felt no heart to, which led me to think 
regeneration necessary in order to prepare me for sucha life ; 
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but how to obtain it I knew not, being ignorant that the 
work was the Lord’s. I attempted in my own strength to 
work out my salvation: but Isoon found my own strength to 
be absolute weakness, and that I was totally unable to per- 
form any thing acceptable in the sight of a Holy God, who is 
of purer eyes than to behold iniquity. LIhad a great sense of 
the awful wickedness of my heart. It appeared like a cor- 
rupt fountain, whence had flown streams which had polluted 
every action of my life. Even my best performances appear- 
ed abomimable sins, and every imagination of my heart to be 
only evil continually. In this deplorable state, I was filled 
with anguish inexpressible. I flew to every thing but Christ 
for relief, but found none. I most sensibly felt that no created 
arm could rescue me from eternal burnings, to which I saw 
myself every moment exposed. I had recourse to the Bible 
for encouragement; but. found it full of awful threatenings : 
every word was clothed with terror, and seemed like a two- 
edged sword piercing me through and through. How to es- 
_ cape the wrath of an incensed God, I knew not. I felt that 
{ was perfectly in his hand, and that he could do with me as 
it pleased him. This was a painful truth. I believed he 
never would bestow pardon on such a vile worker of iniquity 
as I saw myself to be. I believed my sins to exceed in num- 
ber and magnitude those of any that had been ransomed from 
among men. I verily thought, if it were possible for me 
to goto heaven, I should be the wonder of all, and should 
claim to sing the highest notes in celebrating the love that 
washed the foulest blots. I was sensible that God had re- 
strained me from many actual sins, which others had been 
left to commit ; for which I had blessed myself, and not the 
Lord; but I now saw no room for boasting. I was sure that 
nothing but the restraining mercy of God had kept me from 
acting like a devil incar nate. I was sensible bk had enmity 
enough in my heart to dethrone the Almighty, and assume 
the reins of government in my own hands, had it been in my 
power. I abhorred God in allhis ways. But, notwithstand- 
ing my enmity, I could not forbear crying to God for mercy, 
knowing there was no other able to save me. 1 sometimes 
felt heart rising against the Lord because he shut out my 
prayer, though I believed it to be the howling ofgthe wicked, 
aud an abominatiou in his sight. While m this forlorn cans. 
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dition, attempting to plead unmerited grace, the Lord was 
pleased to open my eyes to see where the difficulty lay: and 
what was my astonishment to find myself refusing and spurn- 
mg at the salvation which God had provided in Jesus Christ, 
and now was freely offering to me. I was filled with wonder 


and surprise, while, with self-condemnation, I called on my 


soul and all the works of God to praise his holy name. At 
this moment my almost insupportable burden left me, and 


my long pent tears flowed freely. I walked the room in a 


kind of ecstacy for some time before I thought any thing in 
particular concerning the change which had taken place in 
my feelings. When I began to inquire the reason of it, I 


knew not at first what decision to make. I thought it could 
not be the new birth, believing that my exercises were not 


like those of a regenerate heart. I therefore concluded that 
{ had resisted the last motions of the Holy Spirit—that con- 
sequently my convictions had left me, and I was now sealed 
to eternal perdition. I was sure the ‘Spirit of God had been 
striving with me, and had taught me as man never taught. 


| Butas Tnow apprehended the day of grace was past, and I left 
to myself, I expected every hour I should be let loose tablas- 


pheme and commit all manner of wickedness ; the thought of 
which was more dreadful than death. Language can never 
paint the horror and despair which now filled my soul. I 
thought it could be equalled by nothing but that which the 
miserable felt in hell. Sleep departed from my eyes. I iost 


all relish for food and every enjoyment of life. ‘The world 


appeared to me of no more consequence than a bubble upon 
the surface of the water, which would soon be broken. [saw 
nothing that could divert my attention for a single moment. 


f thought if I could have no interest in Christ, ‘I wished for 


none in any thing. I felt utter contempt for every thing 
else that could be offered. My strength soon became so re- 
duced that I was scarcely able to walk, but through the good- 
ness of God, was enabled to attend meeting every evening. 
I expected soon to take up the lamentation, «“ The harvest is 
past, the summer is ended, and I am not saved.” I do not 
recollect any thing that gave me encouragement for a number 
of weeks, except this passage, “ ‘Thou hast ascended on high ; 
thou hast led captivity captive ; thou hast received gifts for 
men, yea, for the rebellious also, that the Lord God might 
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dwell among them.’ I was filled with pleasing wonder at 
these words, “ gg the rebellious also.” If gifts were receiy- 
ed for the rebellious, I saw not why I should despair ; for that 
was the character which I had long felt myself to possess. 

After this, I was daily distressed on account of my exceed- 
ing vileness. Nothing appeared so wbuminable in my view, 
as tliat unbelief which had characterized my whole life. It 
xendered all the thunders of mount Sinai and the melting 
scenes of Calvary of none efiect; for I had not believed my- 
self io be a child of the devil, as Christ taught, and conse- 
quently obnoxious to divine wrath and in perishing need of 
the blesings of the cress. I was now made to feel that God 
would be glorious, although he should number me with the 
black catalogue of those despisers of mercy, who, through un- 
belief, had gone down to hell, to reap the fruit of their doings. 
But the idea of being exciuded from the blissful pr sence of 
God was truly painful. I think I could adopt the language 
ef the poet, 


“°Tis heaven to dwell in thine embrace. 
And no where else but there.” 


I often thought “’twould be a heaven worth dying for, to see 
a smiling God.” IJ saw that all God’s ways were equal, and 
that all his commands were holy, just, and good. ‘The name 
of God seemed to comprise every thing that was truly excel- 
lent. Godin the name of Christ appeared entirely new to 
me, and I was filled with astonishment that 1 had never 
heard Christ preached as the way of salvation. I think his 
name was truly pretious to my suul. I found no wavy of ac- 
cess to God the Father, but in his name; and so full of majes- 
ty and holiness was tais glorious name, that 1 was filled with 
awe at the mention of it. 

As I was once walking the street, I heard the name of 
Christ used in a proiane manner, an: was so filled with grief 
and astonishment that I could scarecly supy-ort myself from 
falling: but these words occuring to my mind, “ The wrath 
of mun shall praise him, and the remeunder thereof he will 
restrain,” gave me great consvlation. I thought Iconld rejoice 
that God would get himself honour in the destruction of the 
wicked, when they would refuse to love and obey him who 
was worthy o the purest love and spotless services of all in 
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heaven and earth. I felt that I was the Lord’s, and desired 
that every breath he gave me might be breathed out in praise. 
I sometimes felt that if I had the tongue of a seraph, I could 
not praise him as J wished. I thoveht I could bless God for 
the unspeakable privilege of drawing nigh unto him in prayer, 
that the mercy seat was rendered accessible by the blood of 
Christ. 1 felt a disposition to bear on my heart before God 
ithe perishing condition of the whole world. Every soul ap- 

eared infinitely precious. I could not but groan under a 
sense of the fallen state of men, and their exposure to ever- 
lasting misery. But the refiection, that all souls are the 
Lord’s, and that he can do no injustice to any creature, was 
an unspeakable consolation. 

The children of God seemed bound to my heart by ties be- 
fore unknown. If I was not deceived, I could say with truth, 
‘“ Thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God.” The 
Sabbath now seemed a delight, holy of the Lord and honour- 
able. God’s word and ordinances appeared new and pre- 
cious. J felt a great desire to be found walking in the ordi- 
nances blameless.’ When I saw those who had obtained -a, 
hope of an interest in Christ coming out, and separating them- 
selves from the ungodly world, I longed te be of the number, 
that I might no longer strengthen the hands of the wicked, 
by practically saying I would not have the Lord Jesus Christ 
io reign ever me. But as I had little or no hope of having 
been regenerated, { durst not join myself to the people of the 
Lord. I was once almost prevailed upon for a moment to 
offer myself to the church, by the power of these words, “‘ Nei- 
ther let the son of the stranger, that hath goined himself to 
the Lord speak, saying the Lord hath utterly separated me 


from his people.”—I\saiah lvi. 3. These words seemed to 


come with such weight, that it required an effort to refuse 
them, but I did utterly, as being unappropriate to me, and so 
continued to precrastinate the duty of owning the Saviour 
before men. The consequence of this, I need not tell you, 
my life has shown, to the dishonour of God, the wounding 
of my own soul, and the grief no doubt of yours. But I do 
not despair, since Christ came to seek wandering sinners, and 
bring them back to his old. | 

I shall conclude by begging an interest in your prayers 
that the pardon of sin and the sanctifying grace of God may 
be bestowed on me.—Ghillicothe Recorder. 
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COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


DIALOGUE FOR SABBATH SCHOOL CHILDREN. 
“ Feed my Lambs.”—John xxi. 15. 
PART FIRST. 


Emma. I wish there never was such a book as the Bibie. 

Mary. Sister Emma! How can you indulge so wicked a 
thought? You certainly do not know the value of the Bible ! 

E. Its value—w hy, what is it good for? at any rate, I do 
not wis): to learnit. It is a gloomy book; it says I must pray 
to God. and my companions w ould laugh at me if they 
thought that I prayed; and moreover Mama does not pray, 
and she is quite good enough. 

M. Tamvery sorry that you do not like the Bible. You 
must, my dear mma, continue learning the Scriptures; and 
though our parents do not pray, yet it is our duty to pray for 
ourselves, and also for them. Do let me entreat you to pray 
to the Lord that he would make you to understand the Bible, 
and lead you to believe in your Redeemer. 

E. What! pray? no, that I won’t, for none but poor folks 
pray. I have no occasionto pray. I have enough to eat and 
drink ; and besides, I never learned how to pray. 

M. Dear Emma, you have wrong ideas about prayer. 
You think that none but poor folks have occasion to pray. 
Do not the Scriptures say, “ Bless ye the Lord: praying in 
the Holy Ghost: giving thanks always for all things unto 
God and the Father, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ ?” 
And don’t you think that yuu ought to thank the Lord for 
giving you sufficient to eat and drink? J Remember you 
thanked me ver y much for a present I made you a few days 

ago; and will you be less kind to your God? Oh, dear Em- 
ma, you must pray to God. W ho could do you any good, or 
restore you to health, were you sick? 

FE. Who! why Dr. H.to be sure,—he would make me 
well. 

M. Do youthink that Dr. H. has power to restore you te 
health? If youthink so, why did he not make our little broth- 
er well? but he could not; and poor Henry died, and has: 
Yhope, goneto heaven. eo 
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E. You talk as though all did not go to heaven; but 1 
am sure I. wish to be where brother Henry is, for I loved 
him very much. 

M. ‘Then sister, if you wish to go where [ hope Henry 
has gone, learn your Bible; it wili tell you all about heaven. 
Come with me to the Sabbath Schools. and you will hear the 
instructors talk about the joys of heaven. Oh, I have often 

wished for you when Mr. W. has been talking tous. He 
tells us that if we wish to please God, we must love and obey 
our parents; and he makes plain to us our duty, and shows 
us that if we are not saved, it will be our own fault. 

FE. But, Mary, you don’t think that I do not love, or that 
I disobey my parents. 

M. Oh Emma! indeed, [must say you do disobey them. 
Have you never said to your parents, I will, and I won't, 
when it was your dutgto do as they told you? Hear w hat 
the Bible says: “ Children obey your parents in the Lord, 
for this is right.” And again. * Children obey your parents 
in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord.” Now, 
dear sister, whenever you say I won’t, and I wil/, ifistead of 
doing that which your parent desires, you commit sin; and 
God, who is every where, looks right into your heart, and 
knows how you feel; and he remembers it. If you feel angry 
at your parent, whether you say any thing or not, still the 
Lord sees you, and he sees sin in your heart. Then, never, 
my dear sister, disobey your parents. 

E. Why, this is quite new to me. I never thought that 
any body knew what I felt. I hope I shall not do any thing 
sinful. ‘But what does your Master tell you to do to go to 
heaven? 

M. I could teil you, sister; but I would rather that you 
would learn it, and then you will not forget it. 

E. Where shall I find it ? here is the Bible, shew it me. 

M. Youmay, if you read right, find it all over the Bible ; 
but here, begin with the book of John, and if you don’t find 
it before you learn it through, I will then shew it you. And, 
whilst you learn it, I will pray to God to bless it to you, that 


you may be led to see your danger. 


E, You talk of danger! why, what danger am J in? I 
am sure I have parents to protect me. 
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M. Yes, you have kind parents to protect yous; but they 
cannot keep you from dying: you may die in a very short 
time. 

FE. Sure, sister, I am too young to die; old people on- 
ly die. 

M. You forget that cousin Samuel was just your age 
when he died, and that our brother Henry was not so old. 
Eut we will walk into the grave yard and tead what is writ- 
ten upon the stones, and there we will learn that children do 
very often die. 

E. Iwill go with you to the grave yard; but how much 
must yeu learn if you goto these schools ? 

M. You may learn as much as youcan. ‘The instructors 
will pay you for all you learn. 

E. Mama tells me I shall be very rich, and that I shall 
not want: why then need I go andyget money by learning 
this dry book ? 

M. Emma, you give me pain when you talk so about the 
precious Bibse. They do not give you money. They give 
you blue and pink tickets ; and then, every quarter, they give 
you a nice little book for your tickets. But do noi think that 
you will be rich; for all things are uncertain. You may read 
in the Bible, “ for riches certaiul y make themselves wings, they 
fly away as an eagle towards heaven.”? Think not about 
such things, but do think abeut heavenly things. 

E. don’t want any of their books; for I had rather play 
with Margaret, Nancy, and Charles, than sit in a corner read- 
ing their books. Itell you, sister, these Sunday Schools are 
only meant for poor people’s children, and poor folks teach 
them. 

M. ‘These schools are meant for all children, and they are 
sweet places to those who are * poor in spirit.” 

E. Why, this is a new term: “ poor in spirit ;” what de 
you mean; did you Jearn this there ? 

M. No, i:mma, I learned this from my Bible; for Christ 
says, * Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the king- 
dom of heaven.” And if you study your Bible with prayer- 
fulness, you will find very much instruction. But I fear your 
mind is so full of nonsense, that things of great concern are 
thrown aside. 

£. Indeed, you are very cross. Iam sure I aitend tondy 
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Geography and Grammar ; and these, my mistress says, will 
carry me through this world very well. Besides, f mean to 
learn drawing, music and dancing. 

M. My heart bleeds for you, and those that advise you 
to attend only to your studies. You think more of amuse- 
ments and things of little value than of your immortal soul. 
Remember, my sister, that you havea soul, and that this soui 
will either be happy or miserable when you die. 

FE. These are gloomy thoughts, and I shan’t trouble my- 
self much about them. But it is time for me to go; for I see 
the girls are playing. 

M. Ah, sister, will you thus leave your Bibie lesson for 
the sake of a little play? There is only this afternoon to 
study, and if you don’t improve it, you will have but very 
little learnt. 

E. Well, sister, I cannot help it; I must go, for I shal} 
have much more pleasure there than learning this book. 

M. Youarenot right. The pleasure which you will have 
— play is but short, and it gives pain to look back upon 

: but that which you ‘will receive from learning the Bible; 
wil afford joy when you reflect upon it. But will you prom- 
2se to go with me to the school to-morrow. 

E. Yes, I will go once to please you. 

M. lam sorry that you do not go through a sense of du- 
ty, and with a desire to “ search the Scriptures :”? But still I 

cannot but rejoice that you will attend, even to please me. 
But one thing be sure of first,—that you ‘please your God. 

E. You may preach as much as you please ; but I sliall 
only go once, for I do not like to go with poor people. 

iM. You are very bitter against poor people. But know, 
sister, that they are as good, and many of them better, and 
richer than you. Remember that God is not a respecter of 
persons. He looks with smiles upon all those who are of an 
humble and contrite heart; these he delights to visit, and 
these are the only truly rich and honourable persons on earth. 

E. How can that be? for they are so poor that they have 
to work very hard, and some even beg. 

M. Yes, they do often work hard; but they have a con- 
science void of offence towards God and man. If you were 
every day visited by a Great Ning, and his only sona Prince, 
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and was permitted to converse with them whenever you 
please, would you not think yourself highly honoured ? 

E. ‘Tobe sure I would. 

». M. Suppose this King should, when you had done some- 
thing, condemn you to die, and this Prince should offer to die 
for you, would you not love the Prince for dying, and the 
King for giving his only son? 

E. Ishould be most ungrateful if I did not love them. 

M. But still, suppose this King should give’ you a seat 
near his own throne if you would repent of your great crime, 
and would also give you great riches, would you not think 
yourself honourable and rich. 

E. Why, I could not feel otherwise. 

M. Now I will tell you of such a King and Prince. 

E. WDo,sister Mary ; for I should like to hear about them ; 
{am sure I should love them. 

M. ‘The King who visits the poor people that are of a 
humble and contrite heart, is God—the Prince, his Son 
Jesus Christ. The poor people converse with the King and 
Prince in prayer. Beside this, the Son was crucified for 
these poor people who are on this earth, and the seat near the 
King’s throne is im heaven, where all that love this King and 
his only Son, will go when they die. Do you not think that 
even those who are covered with rags and filth, are indeed 
honourable and rich, to be thus permitted to call upon the 
{King ? 

E. Why, they are indeed. 

M. ‘Then never despise a person because he does not own 
so much money as you may possess. But I have one lesson 
more for you from this King. You mentioned that if you had 
committed a crime, for which yeu were condemned by the 
King, and his son should die for you, you would both love the 
King and his son: did you not say so? 

E. Yes,1 did. 

M. You, my dear sister, are a miserable sinner; for you 
have never done any thing that could save you. You have 
done a great deal of sin; and, for all this sin, your God, who 
is King, has condemned you to hell. But his only Son Jesus 
Christ, has died for you, that you might again live with your 
God ; and all the return he asks of you, is, to love and believe in 
Christ. And » my dear Emma, you have not repented of your 
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sins 3 you do not love this God who has done so much for you. 
Yes, dear, he was put to death for you. His hands were nailed 
to across, his feet were also nailed, and his blessed side pierced 
with a spear; and this was for you and me: and will you not 
love this dear Saviour ? You said you would love the Prince ~ 
[told you of; you thought him an earthly Prince. No, he © 
is even the Son ot God, and if you will love him, he will give 
you a seat at his right hand, where you will forever live with 
all those that love God and are hely. ‘There, dear sister, you 
will meet all your friends that died believing on the Lord. Oh 
sister! I pray you love tnis dear Redeemer. If you still re- 


ject his mercy, he will say to you, *“* Depart ye cursed into the 


lake of fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.” 

E. Why, Mary, [did not expect you to turn upon me so; 
but I fear that I do not love this King, for { do not love to 
pray unto him. Qh, do you, my dear rr teach me how 
to love him. 

M. Do you learn your Bible, and pray to God that he 
would direct you in the right way. And only think how 
much good these Sabbath “Schools may, by the blessing . of 
God, be to you. 

E.. Tam determined to go there with you, for Lam wick- 
ed; [see that I have not loved this King who has sent his 
only Son to die for me. Do, my sister, pray for me. 

M. 1 will now kneel down and pray with you, and then 
we will go to the grave yard. ( Prayer.) Our Father who art 
in heaven, hallowed be thy name, we poor unworthy children 


- would bow down before thee, and lift our hands and hearts 


up to thee in prayer: we come to tell all our sins and our 
wants, for thou alone can’st do us good. We have sinned 
against thee; we have been bad and wicked children. But 
do Lord forgive us for thy Son’s sake. We pray that thou 
wilt touch the heart of my sister, who is before thee: make 
her thine ; take her into thine owf arms and bless her. Oh, 
dear Lord, do make her an heir of heaven; forgive all her 
SINS 5 teach her how to pray; and make her to rejoice with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory. We wish thee to be with 
us when we walk together to the grave yard: impress upon 
our hearts the instruction we may learn there; and may it 
lead us to repentance. Bless our dear father and mother : 

do forgive their sins and make them to love thee, for thou art 
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very good to them. Bless the Sunday Schools; bless the 
instructors ; make them faithful; bless all the scholars ; Oh, 
make them serious, and make them Christians. Bless thy 


* ministers; make them useful to the souls of men, and g ‘orify 
thy name for the Redeemer’s sake. Amen. 


Gome let us go, for it is growing late. 


(End of part first.) 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN, 
‘Train up a Child in the way he should go.¥ 


Few will deny the utility of early inculcating upon the 


minds of youth the great and leading doctrines of the Scrip- 
tures. Storing the young and tender mind with divine | 


truth, lays a foundation for usefulness in life, and celestial 
joys at death. Many and various are the ways in which this 
may be done. The shorter catechism is happily calculated 


to be the first instruction. This teaches, and enforces, in a | 


clear and impressive manner, the divine attributes of God ; 
the incarnation, death, and exaltation of the Saviour ; his of- 
fices as Prophet, Priest and King; the depravity of man ; the 
necessity and nature of regener ation 5 the nature of justifica- 
tion, adoption and sanctification ; and all the duties ci the first 
and second tables of the law. In committing this epitome, 
children have a general view of all the doctrines of Scrip- 


ture, and a foundation laid in their minds for an experi- 


mental knowledge of them. This to the young yields much 
advantage ; to the middle aged, great instruction ; and to the 
aged, a fountain of rich consolation, which doubly repays 
them for all their attention ‘To show the advantage of an 


early knowledge of these truths to the aged, and the unhappy’ 


situation of the young who remain ignorant of them, I will 
relate an anecdote which I received from a pious clergyman 
who witnessed the transaction. 

In the northern part of the state of New-York, one of the 
Presbyteries, finding within their limits several vacant 
churches that had no preaching, were anxious to have them 
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supplied. They therefore resolved that each member of 
their body should visit these churches once at least, and preac! 
and catechise the children, administer the sacrament, &c. 
The clergyman who was appointed, went to visit the town 
of P. V. and arrived the evening before the Sabbath. In the 
morning before the time of divine service, he was called 
upon by one of the members of the Church, and addressed 


*iu.a very friendly manner, as follows. 
3 


Parishoner. I understand, Reverend Sir, that you are to 
catechise the children to-day in this parish. 

Minster. Yes, sir, that is a part of the duty assigned 
me by the Presbytery. 

Parishoner. 1 am very apprehensive that you will have 
no catechumens. | 

Minister. No? why not, sir? Are parents unwilling to 


have the catechism taught their children? or do the child- 


dren think it beneath them to a instruction in this way? 

Parihoner. No, sir; oh no! neither are the parents un- 
willing, nor do the children think it beneath them. 

Minster. What then can be the grounds of apa: ? 
Will you lead me into the secret ? 

Parishoner. Sir, we have been a long time without any 
stated preaching in this place, so that the “children have been 
deprived of public instructions of this nature; and our school- 
teachers have also been very negligent in ‘that respect, not 
teaching it in the schools. The children, therefore, know 
so little of it, that they will be unw illing to expose 1 them- 
selves; and I am fearful that if they know of your intention, 
they will absent themselves from the sanctuary, and will be 
deprived both of the benefits of your sermon, and the other 
instruction you designed to give them. 1 think, sir, you had, 
for this time, better omit catechising them. 

Minister. From your statement, sir, I think that part 
of my duty much more important than I did before. 1 
now feel it to be my indispensa dle duty; and could not 
justify myself in omitting it. Beside, what return can I 
make to the Presbytery, who will require an account of 
my proceedings. Shall I tell them that I found the children 
so deficient in the knowledge of the Catechism that I 
gave them no instruction’ I think this would be a poor 
justification, No, sir, the more I think of it, the raore Lam 
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convinced of the necessity of making the trial; and must re- 
quest you to use your influence to bring them forward i in the 
afternoon to receive catechetical instruction. Here the con- 
versation was interrupted, for the hour had arrived for us to 
be at the sanctuary. Onthe way, the minister was again ac. 
costed by an elder, who very feelingly expressed the same 
fears. But this, instead of shaking his resolution, only in 
creased his zeal, and more decidedly fixed him in the deter- 
mination to make the trial, and leave the event to Him who 
has all hearts in his hands, and can, and will overrule all 
things for his own glory. With these feelings, he performed & 
the morning service. At the close, he informed the congrega- ¥ 
tion, (which was large, ) that he should dispense with preach- J 
ing in the afternoon, in order to devote the time to the cate- 
chetical instruction of the youth ; and expressed a strong 
wish that there might be a general attendance. In the after- 
noon he entered the desk, and began the service with prayer. 
H» then observed the house to be much more crowded than 
in che forenoon. The novelty of the instruction proposed to 
be given, had called together many who would not otherwise 
have attended. After stating the nature and necessity of 
that kind of instruction, he informed them that he was ready 
to begin, and wished all the youth to take seats near the 
desk. Having waited a few moments, he again arose and 
found six or seven of the pews nearest the desk entirely 
empty. He then enquired if there were none of the youth 
in that large assembly who were willing to take those vacant 
seats, and repeat the catechism. None yet appeared. He 
then called upon the members of the Church, of all ages, to 
fill the seats and become catechumens. After this call, an 
aged father rose from his seat—his hair was silvered with 
age—he was eighty or ninety years old—his white locks 
flowed gracefully o’er his shoulders—his eyes sparkled—his 
countenance was solemn and expressive—bending with the 
weight of years and conseqent infirmity, he came leaniig 
upon his staff, with slow trembling and solemn step, as if 
walking upon the brink of the grave and etesnity. He took 
his seat, casting a very affecting look upon the congregation, 
Which expressed more than words. The example of this 
aged patriarch seemed to inspire the younger members with 
courage, and several of them tock seats by his side. : 
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The minister then began to question them in the cate- 
chism ; and this venerab le saint repeated the whole of it with 


jihe utmost exactness, distinctness, and solemnity of voice 
fand manner. After this service was ended, the minister re- 
i turned to his desk, began at the beginning of the catechism, 


and explained each answer as far as time would permit. He 


then dismissed the audience with prayer, and a parting ben- 


diction in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, and 
retired. The effect of this afternoon’s exercises upon the 


) congregation, was truly astonishing. All of every age, and 
| every rank, immediately made the catechism their chief 
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study, until they could repeat the whole of it. No difficulty 
was ever after experienced In getting the youth to attend 
catechetical instruction. The Lord seemed to smile pon 
the transactions of the day, and visited them afterwards with 
the outpourings of his Spirit, and a powerful work of grace 


» was wrought in that place. He breathed upon the dry bones 


of the valley, and many were raised from spiritual death to 
spiritual life, and made trophies of redeeming love. 


EPSILON. 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE CUARDIAN. 
A USEFUL HINT TO PARENTS. 


The proper education of children is of the greatest impor- 


| tance to the cause of religion, and the happiness of society, 


Could parents be sensible how much the future habits and 
conduct of their children depend upon their education, they 
would spare no pains to bring them up in the “ nurture and 
admonition of the Lord.” The good effects resulting from 
the pious education of children, are known by universal ex- 
perience and observation. Many incidents which appear of 
little impertance, undoubtedly tend very much to the forma- 
tion of their future characters. Jf while young they become 
inured to virtuous actions ; and if they early acquire habits 
of industry; and are taught that it is more blessed to give 

than receive; we have great reason to hope that these habits 
will continue with them through life. But if they are left to 
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their own choice, and are permitted to indulge in idletiess, 
they acquire vicious habits which often prove their ruin. 
The principles of benevolence cught early to bé instilled 
into their tender minds. ‘They should be made acquainted 
with the wretched condition of those of their age who are in 
heathen countries, and are deprivedofall the blessings which 
flow from religion. They should be encourrged to contri- 
bute their mite for those poor children, who have no kind 
parents, who can tell them of a Saviour who loves little chii- 
dren and died for them. How much might parents benefit 
the cause of Christ, if they would be faithful to impress these 
principles upen the minds of their children. The accounts 
which we frequently have of children contributing for the 
spread of the Gospel i in the destitute parts of the earth, must 
fill our miads with the mest pleasing sensations. We look 
forward to the time when multitudes who are now without God 
and without hope in the world, shail, through the instrument- 
ality of the rising generation, be made acquainted with the 
only way of salvation, which is through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour. X. 


MEMOIR OF MASTER, HOWARD F. RANDOLPH. 


Every event which illustrates the glory of him, who, “ out 
of the mouth of babes and sucklings perfecteth praise,” must | 
be highly pleasing to every friend of the King of Zion. 

To youth the value of the Redeemer must appear great, 
when they see persons as young as themselves, adorning his 
religion in life, and rejoicing in the supports and consolations 
of his grace in the prospect of approaching death. 

The subject of the following biographical sketch was, very 
early in life, noticed with affection by his pious acquaintance, 
and during his last sickness, he excited their admiration, by 
the submissiveness of his deportment, and the strength of his 
hope in the Lord Jesus Christ. The remark which one who 
frequently visited him in his sickness, made to the writer of this 
memoir, well expressed the feelings of many; ‘ I have often 
read and heard of the manisfestation of the power of religion 
in the sickness and death of children—I have sometimes 
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‘hdught that the partialities of friends gave too high a colour- 
ing to their representations; but the case of young Howard 
surpasses all that I ever expected to witness in a child, and, 
indeed, every thing of the kind, that has come to my know- 
ledge.’ 

Master, Howard F. Randolph was born in New-York, 
Sept. 19th, 1807. He was the oldest of three children, and 
was an only son. When he was very young, he manifested 
a sweet. mild, and governable temper. As his mind opened, 
he evinced more and more, a peculiar affection for his par- 
ents, a readiness to do what they required, and a desire to 
serve and please them. When he supposed that he had in- 
curred their displeasure, he was always uneasy until he had 
obiained their forgiveness and smiles. His sisters and ac- 
quaintance shared in the tender feelings of his heart. 

A regard to truth was one of the virtues which adorned 
his character through life. So closely did he adhere to it in 
all those circumstances which tempt most children to false- 
hood, that his parents could always place confidence in what 
he said. Before he was five years of age, he felt such a dis- 
like towards those children whom he “discov ered to be*ads 
dicted to lying, that he would not play with them. Often 
would he speak of those children who did not regard the 
irath, as being very bad children; and frequently was he 
heard reproving those whom he detected in falsehood, in @ 
very solemn and appropriate manner. Lying, as such, as 
far as could be discovered, appeared to be an object of his 
aversion; for when the falsehoods of his play-fellows had no 
concer with his own little plans and wishes, he would show 
as prompt and as decided an opposition to them, as when 
they were uttered with a view to injure him. When his lit- 
tle sisters related any thing that was strange, and that he 
supposed not to be strictly true, he would instantly check and 
admonish them. 

Never was he heard, so far as the writer can ascertain, to 
use any profane language. I¥ his play-fellows, at any time, 
used obscene and impious expressions, he would condemn 
and admonish them; aud those whom he knew to be addict- 
ed to the practice, he would by no means make his familiar 
companions. Suchlanguageappeared to shock him. When 
he heard it in the streets, from old or young, he would hasten 
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When he 


into the house, as though he had a pursuing foe. 


was about six years of age, one of his sisters entered a com. | 


plaint against him to his mother for turning a neighbouring 
boy, who was playing with them, out of the yard. His moth. 
er, upon the representation of his sister, reprimanded him, 
saying, ‘ Howard, why did you behave so rudely, as to turn 
little out of the yard, who came to play with you and 
your sisters?’ Howard immediately replied, ‘ Mother, he 





used bad words, and I was afraid my little sisters would hear f 


him.’ These things were treasured up in the mind of his 
mother, who was pleased with every thing that looked like 
piety in her son. 
The circumstance, however, which first led her to indulge 
a serious hope, that his heart might possibly be savingly im- 
pressed with religious truth, will be seen in the following an- 
ecdote, which she relates with much interest: “ Mr. R. and 
myself were both sick. Our little son, who had just entered 
upon his seventh year, forgot his play, and sat with us for 
hours silent and pensive. One day our pastor came to con- 
verse and pray with us. Howard was in a retired place in 
the room, and was so still that no one noticed him. After 
our pastor had taken his leave, I was reminded of the pres- 
ence of my son, by hearing him in a low voice at my bed 
side, saying, ‘ Mother, mother? Is that you, Howard, what 
do you wish, my son? ‘O, mother, is not that a good ‘man? 
O, how I love to hear him talk and pray!? He conducted 
in @ similar manner at different times, when persons came in 
to converse and pray with his parents. 
Through the whole of his life, Howard manifested a read- 
iness to attend public worship, especially on the Sabbath. 
When he was at religious meetings, he was always still, and 
seemed to be attentive. His mother would sometimes say, 
‘Howard, you sit so still, and your mind appears to be so 
intensely fixed on what the minister says, I am afraid it will 
injure your health—perhaps you had better stay at home this 
afternoon.” ‘No mother,’ he would reply, ‘I love to be at 
meeting, and to hear the minister preach and pray.’ He 
would sometimes go to meeting without his mother, as by ill 
health she was frequently prevented going; and he would 
take his two sisters with him. When seated, he would tell 
them that they must behave well, and attend to what-the 
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minister said. Often when he returned home, he would com- 

lain of them to his mother, ‘ My sisters will not behave in 
church as they ought ; they are all the time looking round the 
house, and they do not sit still.’ 

When he was between six and seven years of age, Howard 
was seized with a violent fever, and his life, for some time, 
was despaired of. ‘The Lord, however, saw fit to raise him 
from his bed of sickness; but he never afterwards enjoyed 


perfec: health. A material change took place in his consti- 


tution, and he often spoke of his infirmities, and of death, 
with a degree of composure and solemnity that were truly in- 
teresting and gratifying to his pious acquaintance. In this 
connection we may, with propriety, mention the following 
circumstance: A short time before his last sickness, he was 
noticed to be very cheerful and composed, and to be engage 
in humming a hymn from Dobell’s Collection. Az leagth 
his little heart was so full, that he came to a pious aunt, an | 
with great earnestness, said, ‘ O, aunt, this is one of the prei- 
tiest hymns l ever saw.’ He then read it as follows: 


‘Mysoul,the minutes haste away, 
Apace comes on the dreadiul day, 

When in the icy arms of death 

I must give up iny mortal breath.’ 


[We regret that our limits prevent us from giving the 


: iiymn at length. ] 


When Howard had recovered, in some measure, from the 
violent attack of fever which has been noticed, he was so 
well as to be able to goto school, To the exercises of the 
school he was very attentive, and in the whole of his depor t- 
ment he was so orderly and submissive, that he attracted the 
notice, and gained the approbation and affection of his pre- 
ceptors. His application was always too great for his health; 
and he evinced more than an ordinary talent for learning. In 
the year 1417, his parents consulted with their pastor with 


regard to sending him to an instructor in the country. oe 


ard was pleased with the idea, but, upon the whole, i it Ww 


| feared that his health would not permit him to go throug a er ct 


regular course of learning, and the plan was given up. He 
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continued to go to school in the city, and occasionally te 
spend a season with his friends in the country. 

In the spring of 1819, Howard was so unwell that his 
parents, at the advice of his physician, sent him into the 
country to spend the summer season. Here he occasionally 
went to school, but his teacher soon advised his friends to 
keep him at hom ie, as he perceived that application to study 
daily injured him. More particular attention was now paid 
to his health. But alas! no human precautions or aid could 
be of any avail. ‘The canker was gnawing at the root of this 
lovely flower. 

During the summer his mother frequently visited him. 
Howard appeared solemn and thoughtful; often spoke of his 
being unwell, and of the solemnities of death and judgement ; 
and he attended to the instructions and prayers of his ‘mother 
with great seriousness. At one of her visits, he observed 
that he feared he had not acted as a dutiful child, and asked 
with much tenderness and concern, ‘ Mother, if 7 have not 
obeyed you, do you think that God will forgive me, if I should 
now be a good boy?” On this his mother pointed out to him 
the willingness of Christ to save sinners who repented, and 
that he would have mercy on him if he was sorry for sin, and 
would avoid it. ‘This seemed to give great satisfaction to 
Howard. 

In the autumn of this year, his health very visibly declin- 
ed, and it was deemed proper to bring him’ home that he 
might have the medical assistance which the city afforded. 
Some time in october a great quantity of blood was discharg- 
ed from his lungs. After this he declined rapidly, and was 
confined to his room until his death. At first he appeared 
somewhat anxious to regain his health, and the thought that 
he was sinking under an incurable disease, very deeply affec- 
tedhim. He expressed strong desires to get weil, though 
he did not seem agitated at the idea of dying. His ‘frequent 
wishes to live, rendered his condition very trying to his prs 
friends, and in some measure weakened those fond hopes 
which they entertained of his being reconciled to the will ef 
God. (To be concluded.) 
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Religious Intelligence. 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 
OSAGE MISSION. 


It is stated in a Pittsburgh paper, that the Mission Family 
on their way to the Osage ‘Indians, were received by the citi- 
zens of Pittsburgh ‘ w ith cordiality : and that during their stay 
among them, they were treated with affectionate attention by 
christian friends who rejoiced to see them on their way to the 
poor benighted heathen, fer whom we are daily praying that 
the Lord would “ give to his Son, the heathen for his inheri- 
tance and the uttermost parts of the earth for a possession.” 

‘The contributions made by the citizens of Pittsburgh in 
aid of the Mission were very liberal. The articles contribut- 
ed, such as were important to the Missionary establishment, 
and a great proportion of them furnished by the manufac- 
turers.— 

The amount collected were by 


Rev. Joseph M’Elroy : ; ‘ ‘ $20 50 
Elisha Swift. ; ‘ ; . - «$20 G0 
Francis Herron . - ‘ - - $48 O5 

Collection in the First Presbyterian Church on Sab- 
bath night , ‘ ‘ , ‘ , 21 30 





$1299 85 
¢The Family embarked on the 24th of May in two keel 
boats, which will carry about 20 tons each. Their purchases 
from manufactures in this place, in addition to the donations, 
were nearly 3000 dollars, for which they furnished a draft on 
New-York. A respectable number of citizens and Christian 
friends accompanied them to their boats, where an appropri 
ate hymn was sung; and after a short address, they were by 
prayer, and supplication, committed to the mercy, power anc. 
grace of the Lord Jesus. After an affectionate farewell, they 
set out on a journey by water of two thousand miles, to erect 
the standard of the Cross among the heathen; and will not 
every Christian say amen tc such an enterprise °? 
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Revivals of Religion. 
VERMONT JUVENILE MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


This Society was instituted in September, 1818 ; its ob- 
ject is, to supply the destitute towns in this state and its im- 
mediate vicinity, with a preached gospel, by the labours of 
Missionaries.” The object of the Society has, by very ma- 
ny individuals, been duly appreciated, and nu mbers. hay 
come forward with alacrity aud zeal, and enrolled themselves 
among its members. At present the Society has in its em- 
ploy five missionaries.—Mddlebury, Vt. Rep. 


-_-— 


RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION OF THE YOUNG. 


The following passage is taken from a Narrative of the State of Re- 
ligion within the bounds of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church. 


Besides education directly ministerial, the Assembly are 
rejoiced to observe that religious instruction in generai con- 
tinues to be increasingly prov vided for the youth of the Church. 
Bible classes are continually multiplying, and can never mul- 
tiply too much ; while Sabbath Schools, one of the happiest 
inventions of the age, are every where extending their benign 
efiects both on the teachers and the taught. New-York con- 
tains nearly eighty of these schools, and educates about nine 
thonsand scholars; Philadelphia about fourteen thousand, 
Baltimore about eight thousand, and other cities in propor- 
tion. Nor can we forbear io mention, that in one of our 
Presbyteries the opportunity for the reception of religious in- 
struction, afforded by these little nurseries of truth, has been 
embraced by many members of the Roman communion, 
who were prohibited from entering a Protestant place of 
worship. 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


A friend has favoured us with a letter from the Rev. Caleb Pitkin, 
dated Smithfield, Ohio, April 28th, from which we take the following 
extract. 


My DEAR FRIEND, 
I am now in the midst of a scene at which angels rejoice, 
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and which, if there is a spark of vital piety, must animate 
all the professed followers of Christ who have opportunity ‘ 
to witness, or to hear of it. Iam about 40 miles from home, 
in a region, at this time, experiencing a refreshing shower of 
divine grace. It is said there are fourteen towns lying con- 
tiguous to each other in which the werk is prevailing. It 
commenced in Fowler early in the winter, and at once be- 
eame general and very powerful through the center of the 
town north and south. Rising of 30 hopeful subjects are here 
counted in about fifteen families. A church organized here 
about two years ago, consisting of 8 members, has increased 
to 39. From Fowler it extended west into Bazetta, where 
ina small settlement only in one corner of the township, 
there are abeut 40 who have indulged a hope. In February, 
about the same time, the work commenced in Warren, Hart 

ford, Vernon and Kinsman. In warren 22 have been admit- 
ted into the Presbyterian Church, and a few into the Baptist : 
the work is still progressing. In the other three places, the 
work, at the commencement, was sudden, surprising and 
powerful. The drunkard, the swearer, the Sabbath-breaker,; 
and the contemptuous infidel, are numbered among those 
who have hopefully been brought to bow at the foot of the 
cross. About 200 in these three towns have indulged a 
hope: others are still under concern; and new cases are still 
appearing. In Gustavus, which is connected with Kinsman 
in society privileges, the work is more recent, and is still going 
on with power. 

In the other nine or ten towns, the work is, in some cases, 
equal to what has been stated of the above; in others it is 
less, but still bearing characteristic marks of a divine work, 
Thus the Lord is doing great things for us, whereof we are 
glad. 


SUMMARY OF REVIVALS. 


In Ballston, N. Y¥. the sacred influences of the divine 
Spirit, have been shed down ina very interesting revival, 
which commenced in January last. The characteristics of 
the work have been highly satisiactory. Deep and silent so- 
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who preferred this to giving up their tickets; and $25 from 
an Auxiliary Society composed of children belonging toa week 
day school, kept by one of the female teachers of this school. 
The teachers endeavour to impress on the minds of the child- 
ren composing this society, the advantages anu propriety of re- 
trenching from their own pocket money, that which they con- 
tribnte ; thatthey may by this means be prevented from taxing 
their parents, and at the same time learn bow to dispose of that 
which comes within their own control, on proper objects. 
The first Female Class give al] their tickets into the funds of 
the society, besides liberal contributions in money ; some of 
this class recite occasionally upwards of 100 verses of Scrip- 
ture atatime. ‘The auxiliary society is composed of only 
10 members, 6 of that number, who are capable of working, 
devote every Friday afternoon to this object, and give the a- 
vails of their industry into the funds of their little society; 
from the ready sale they find for such articles as they make 
up, and the encouragement they meet with, there is no doubt 
but their labours are accompanied with the divine blessing. A 
young lady lately presented them with apiece of work, which 
their teacher values at $5; the same lady has promised them 
future assistance. They have now in funds, at the commence- 
ment of the second year of their operations, work to the a- 
mount of $10. 

‘These particulars of the operations of the Juvenile Heathen 
School Society, and its auxiliary for the past year, are laid be- 
fore the Christian public, with a view to encourage those who 
may be similarly engaged; to show how much good may 
be eiiected by united effort in a small way, when accompan- 
ied by the blessing of God ; and io encourage those who have 
it in their power to do but little in this the greatest of causes ; 
but wio are engaged in doing that little: such should always 
persevere, animated by the notice taken by their Lord of the 
widow’s treewill offering. If Christians of small possessions 
were but to unite their strength in their small way, they 
would quickly perceive the happy effect, and take courage ; 
but tie difficulty lies-with such in beginning; we are from 
the natural pride of our hearts, too prone to “ despise the day 
of small things,” and irom this cause many that could do a 
little, will do nothing. 

If societies like the Juvenile Heathen School Society and its 
auxiliary, were formed in all the Sabbath Schools, and week 
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Anecdote.— Poetry. 


day schoo’s in our city and state, the effect would be astonish- 
ing. If we trace any of our large rivers to its source, we will 
find it originate in small rivulets—so is that “river that mak- 
eth glad the city of our God;” it too had its origin in small 
streams, yet it wil] eventually overflow its banks and water 
all our Zion. Christian, if you are engaged in this glorious 
cause, solely for the glory of your God and Saviour, it is 
your privilege to make such calculations, lay such plans, and 
use such means as may come within your reach; and pray 
for their accomplishment. 





FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
ANECDOTE. 


A little girl of my acquaintance having disobeyed her moth- 
er in a trifie, soon after fell and hurt her very much; so that 
she was afraid she should die. When she recovered from 
her faintness a little, she addressed her mother in the follow- 
ing manner: “ Mama, if I had not disobeyed you, 1 should 
not have fell and hurt me. | I hope I shall never do so again. 
lhope Mama will often jut me in mind of this, that I may 
ever be obedient.” And now, dear children and youth, who 
read this, do you ever feel that when you hurt you, or when 
in distress and trouble, that perhaps all this is because I have 
disobeyed my kind parents. Yes, and in disobeying them, 
{ have disobeyed the good command of God, which is, “ hon- 
our thy father and thy mother,” &c. 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
ON THE FALL OF THE LEAF. 
“ His leaf also shall not wither” —Psa. 1. 3. 


Through all the great storms and changes of time, 
The Christian’s supported by grace that’s divine ; 
The God of his mercy he loves and reveres ; 

His leaf does not wither, he still perseveres. 
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Though often opposed while longing for heaven, 

Yet still help and grace are frequently given : 

This strengthens him much m the midst of his fears 5 
His leaf does not wither , he still perseveres. 


Bereavements and et temptation and sin, 
Oppress him with grief, and fill him with pain ; 
But yet in the midst of his manifold cares, 

His leaf does not wither, he still perseveres. 


As Death is advancing, he often enquires, 
What object it is he mosily desires ; 

And finding ’tis Jesus, whose image he bears, 
fis leaf does not wither, he still perseveres. | 


Thus sinners from hence learn how to be wise ; 

“Tis union to Jesus shall raise to the skies ; 

Whose wisdom and goodness shall then be display’d— 
Our leaf never withers, nor happiness fade. 


HONESTUS. 
Bellville, N. J. May 22. 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


Sermon from 2d Kings ii 23,24; Extract ‘rom a Sermon to Youth 
from 2d ‘Timothy iii, 15; Address to parents on the Christian Educa- 
tion of Children; Letter on the defective system of female education ; 
Address to Sabbath Scholars ; Address by an instructress at the close 

fher school; Continuation of the Dialo; gue between Julia, Almira 
and others; Letters from Ala: ira and Julia to Miss Heady, and her 
answer; Letter from a youth of 14, addressed to the young readers of 
the ee ; the Convict; On Censor; arr “Omega } Myra ; 
Obituary of Euphame ponnos ; Bi ilial affection; Hagar in the De- 
sert; Unhappy death of a youth; A Fare: "41 Concert; A warning 
to vouth ; Lines by L, H. on the death of he: youngest sister; On 
hearing the deat of a friend; To my Mother; and Quintus; have 
been receiv ed, 

We have also received a very interesting acconnt of a Revival in 
a Sabbath school, in the vic inity of Chillicothe. Ohio ; but it came 
too late to be inserted in thisnumber. It will appear in our next 

We thank our Corresp ondent at Lewis, N.Y for his favour. It 
wonid have appeared in this number, had not a similar account of the 
same Revival been inserted in our last, 





